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Dear friends ....

Prince says, “One thing
that is  tremendously
lacking in America today
is authority, and much of

This book reveals REALITY in a way unknown to many humans! Real spiritual warfare! Some A
people may dismiss the contents of this book as fantasy, wishful thinking or hallucinations. But that condition is due to the

Dr Pat and Bishop Samuel vividly convey the spirit dimension unlike any other. The spirit world Church.™

is more real than the physical world! The revelations of the devil and evil spirits are truly The Church has fallen
astounding. THEY ARE VERY REAL! Eternity is real! Their objective is to steal, kill and destroy. short of demonstrating and
Jesys has come to free us and give us life. Accept ***J.ESI.IS EHRIST'**".‘ as your I.ur'd and representing the authority
Saviour today! Purchase a copy of this book today, read it and share it with your family and :

i ) . of Jesus Christ. Often, the
friends. Excellent reading. | frequently re-read to increase my awareness and knowledge. . b h
Greater is He (the Holy Ghost) that is in us than "he" (Satan) that is in the world. God Bless! reason s ecause t _e
God Bless Church is not under His

authority. There is only
ISemper Fidelis ! U.S.M.C.'74 - '81 John one head to the Church.

His name is Jesus Christ.
Anything that is not under

His headship is not the Church.”?

! http://www.ifapray.org/downloads/AFallingAway-DerekPrince.pdf
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LET NO MAN DECIEVE YOU

The Church, the Ecclesia, is a body of redeemed people called out from the world to
represent God and His authority and to exercise government. Individually and corporately we are
accountable to Jesus, the head of the Church. The Church is failing.

A projection of what happens when the Church fully fails is recorded in 2 Thessalonians
2:3: “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come [the return of Jesus]
unless the falling away comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of
perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God....” Paul writes to the
believers in Thessalonica to correct their thinking. Paul clarifies that the day of the return of the
Lord Jesus will not come until there has been a falling away.

Interestingly, the Greek word for “falling away” is exactly the word which gives us the
English word apostasy. It’s only used twice in the New Testament in this passage and in Acts
21:21 where the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem tell Paul that he’s been accused of teaching
apostasy from the Law of Moses. It specifically means a turning away from a revealed truth. Paul
is saying that before the Antichrist, the man of lawlessness, is revealed, there has to be an
apostasy in the Church. There will be a moving away from sound doctrine. (1 Tim 1:10) Why?
Because the Church is the appointed authority and barrier to the revelation and the
consummation of evil. Satan knows this and knows the Bible better than most of us. Satan knows
that he cannot manifest the Antichrist until the Church is weakened and moved out of the way.

So there has to be an apostasy, a falling away, in the Church because the restraining
influence of the Church has to be cancelled before the Antichrist can be revealed. Do you see
what that means? Can you see the responsibility it places upon us? We are the restraining
influence.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:7 Paul states that “the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only
He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.” I know I am entering into
speculative prophecy, but there are two ways of interpreting the phrase, “He who now restrains.”
It can be the Holy Spirit or it can be the Church. Probably it’s both the Holy Spirit and the
Church,

The final consummation of evil in this age will not come until the Church, by apostasy,
opens the way. | would say that the apostasy is just about consummated in America today in the
top levels of Church and state. Apostasy is ruling via lawless, immoral, blasphemous, Bible-
truth- denying, Christ-denying, God-provoking speech, policy, and action.

I don’t think things need to go much further before the apostasy is complete. In the
meanwhile, what is our responsibility? To restrain the forces of evil! We are the governmental
assembly. Through preaching the gospel, loving personal witness, intercessory prayer, prophetic
witness, and persuasion in the public square, we are the ambassadorial administrators of Christ’s

authority—we are His salt, light, and leaven to restrain corruption and decay until the appointed

time.”

* Ibid Derek Prince
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Once Saved Always Saved is a Doctrine of Deception

I have personally experienced this dangerous doctrine and can warn you to flee the heresy
of “Once Saved Always Saved”. My oldest brother is in Hell today because of this taught
opinion of his denomination. Bob was a Baptist preacher and also a 33" degree Mason and
preached this heretical doctrine of Eternal Salvation that the Bible calls doctrines of devils.

Christians and the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ have power and authority that has not even
been tapped into. We must dwell in the Word in order to have the understanding of the type of
overcoming Christians that the Lord Jesus desires us to be. Jesus’ name is above every name.
Philippians 2:9-11: Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

CALVINISM

Calvinism (also called Reformed tradition, the Reformed faith, or Reformed theology)
is a theological system and an approach to the Christian life.! The Reformed tradition was
advanced by several theologians such as Martin Bucer, Heinrich Bullinger, Peter Martyr
Vermigli, and Huldrych Zwingli, but this branch of Christianity bears the name of the French
reformer John Calvin (Jean Cauvin in old French) because of his prominent influence on it and
because of his role in the confessional and ecclesiastical debates throughout the 16th century.
Today, this term also refers to the doctrines and practices of the Reformed churches of which
Calvin was an early leader. Less commonly, it can refer to the individual teaching of Calvin
himself.’2 The system is often summarized in the Five Points of Calvinism and is best known for
its doctrines of predestination and total depravity, stressing the absolute sovereignty of God and
the futility of human action.

Some religious conservatives who are not Calvinists also object to Calvinism.
Feelings run high on this topic. Reviewing a book by Dave Hunt: ;3

[

e Well known Christian author Tim Lahaye said that **...Calvinism is perilously close
to blasphemy."

e Joseph Chambers, a pastor, author and radio host wrote: ""Calvinism makes our
Heavenly Father look like the worst of despots™

e Elmer Towns, Dean of the School of Religious Liberty, said ""Hunts' book exposes
traditional Calvinism for portraying God in a totally unscriptural manner.™

e Michael T calls, a book reviewer for Amazon.com refers to Calvinism as ""A God-
dishonoring scheme." He quotes A. M. Hills: **...Such is Calvinism, the most
unreasonable, incongruous, self-contradictory, man-belittling and God-dishonoring
scheme of theology that ever appeared in Christian thought. No one can accept its
contradictory, mutually exclusive propositions without intellectual self-debasement....
It holds up a self-centered selfish, heartless, remorseless tyrant for God, and bids us
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worship Him." *

Calvinism Today

Main article: New Calvinism

Calvinism has undergone resurgence in North America in recent years.*¥ TIME magazine
described the New Calvinism as one of the "10 ideas changing the world" in 2009 and cited its
adherents to be largely Reformed Baptist or Southern Baptist.': F[igures today which are
associated with Calvinism include Mark Dever,22 Mark Driscoll,2¥! Ligon Duncan,?* Matt
Chandler,! Tim Keller,*® C.J. Mahaney,” Al Mohler,28 john MacArthur,*? J.1. Packer,

SSteve Lawson, Brandon Smith,"*Y and John Piper.*

This table summarizes the classical views of three different Protestant beliefs about salvation.[*®!

1
Topic Lutheranism  Calvinism Arminianism

.. Total Depravity .
Total Depravity without free will Total depravity,

W|t_hout_f.ree will permanently due to with prevenient
until spiritual grace, does not

. the nature of divine .
regeneration . preclude free will
sovereignty

Unconditional

Human will

.. election to Conditional
Unconditional —— e
. . salvation and election on the
Election election to . T
—salvation onl damnation basis of foreseen
salvation onty (double- faith or unbelief

predestination)

Justification made
possible for all
through Christ's
death, but only
completed upon

Justification is
Justification of limited to those
all people predestined to
completed at salvation,

Justification

Christ's death ~ completed at placing faith in
Christs death ~ J0US
(hypothetical
universalism)
Conversion Monergistic,  Monergistic, Synergistic,
through the through the inner  resistible due to

1. * Dave Hunt, "What love is this: Calvinism's misrepresentation of God," Loyal, (2002). Read
reviews or order this book safely from Amazon.com online book store

1. ° DesiringGod.org/
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means of grace, calling of the Holy the common,

resistible Spirit, irresistible  sufficient grace of
free will
. . Perseverance of the S
Falling away is Preservation is

saints: the eternally

p035|b!e, o elect in Christ will —cond_monal upon
reflection on necessaril continued faith in
one's faith y Christ; reflection
. persevere in faith e
provides on one's faith
and subsequent .
assurance of provides

: holiness until the
preservation end assurance

Preservation
and apostasy

HERESY ~ DOCTRINES OF DEVILS

The Greek word, heresy, according to Liddell and Scott, means taking for oneself, choosing,
or choice. The things chosen, and so plan, purpose a course of action or thought. From this we
get a philosophic principle, a sect, and a heresy.

The Apostle Paul tells us in (1 Cor.11: 19), why God allows heresy to dwell in the midst of
His Church. " There must be also heresies among you that they which are approved may be
made manifest among you." If you are a true believer, you will be able to discern the real from
the false! Give God glory for it is a gift to be able to discern good from evil. God's Word and His
anointing are standard that places our faith on firm foundations. It is by means of iniquity (self
will) that the root of error takes control.

Webster's International Dictionary defines Heresy

1. Adherence to a religious opinion that contrary to an established dogma of the Bible. Dissent
from a dominant theory or opinion in any field group or school of thought centering on a
particular heresy.

2. Therefore, heresy is not so much rejecting as selecting. The heretic simply selects the part
of the scriptures he or she wants to stress, and lets the rest go. How prone we are to take to
ourselves those parts of the truth that please us and ignore the other parts. This is heresy!
Heresies are a direct result of an intellectual concept becoming crystallized into a religious
system of teaching that is not Scriptural. This is the case with the multifarious sects which
divide Christendom today.

3. The book of Jude supplies us with a simple, straightforward summary of such sects, ""These
be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit," (Jude 19). Their
philosophies are built, not on the full and glorious work of the Holy Spirit of God that exalts
Jesus Christ, making His person the grand, central theme of their witness but on some
sideline doctrine, which divides instead of uniting.

WHAT ARE DOCTRINES OF DEVILS?
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What is the result of a "*spirit of error?** Can a spirit of whoredom rule over a church? The
Apostle Paul warned Christians to beware of deceivers but also to take heed that he would not
deceive himself (1 Cor. 3:18). Jesus also cautioned Believers to beware of self deception in (Lk.
21:8). From the beginning of the Church throughout its history, Satan has attacked by using evil
deceivers. ""Evil men and seducers shall wax worse, deceiving and being deceived,” (2 Tim.
3:13.

Confusion and delusion prevail when another gospel is preached. Division and strife are
present where unscriptural ways are taught. Why does God permit heresy when the issue of
man's salvation and spiritual health are at stake?

The answers to these puzzling queries are supplied in the scriptures, *"That they which are
approved may be made manifest among you,” (1 Cor. 11:19). The Church shines the
brightest when its ministers are full of the Holy Spirit, lifting a Biblical standard against the
darkness of the world. The Bible is full of testimonies of true as well as false teachers.

SURE FOUNDATION

Hebrews 6:2 Now the foundation of all these doctrines was laid in the Old Testament, and
they were variously represented under the law, but they were all referred to the Gospel for
their proof and illustration.

'Once saved always saved' is a subtle twist by false teachers. It is a doctrine of
deception. According to them ‘saved’ is a status that inherits heaven. Once we got it we will not
lose it no matter what we do. That is, even if a saved man rapes and kills a girl, surely he will
go to heaven while the unsaved victim goes to hell. It is ridiculous before the holy God.

Many doctrines were founded using the Scripture. They can be divided into two groups.
They are, true doctrines and false doctrines. Those which agree with the doctrine of Jesus Christ
are true doctrines and those which have conflicts with the doctrine of Jesus Christ are false
doctrines. Denominations make doctrines. However, God inspires true doctrine and Satan
inspires false doctrines. Both use the word of God. False workers preach false doctrines. Now,
let us analyze "once saved always saved” doctrine.’

The apostle, therefore, wishes them to consider the Gospel as holding forth these in their full
spirit and power. It preaches:

1. Repentance, unto life.

2. Faith in God through Christ, by whom we receive the atonement.

3. The baptism by water, in the name of the holy Trinity; and the baptism of the Holy
Spirit.

4. The imposition of hands, the true sacrificial system; and, by and through it, the
communication of the various gifts of the Holy Spirit, for the instruction of mankind, and the
edification of the church.

5. The resurrection of the dead, which is both proved and illustrated by the resurrection
of Christ.

® Pastor Isaac Livingston (Retired) Church of God, P.O. Box 962, Oak Park, IL 60301, USA.
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6. The doctrine of the eternal or future judgment, which is to take place at the bar of
Christ himself, God having committed all judgment to his Son, called here krima aioonion,
eternal or ever during judgment, because the sentences then pronounced shall be irreversible.
Some understand the whole of the initiation of persons into the church, as the candidates for
admission were previously instructed in those doctrines which contained the fundamental
principles of Christianity.

The Hebrews had already received these; but should they Judaize, or mingle the
Gospel with the law, they would thereby exclude themselves from the Christian church,
and should they be ever again admitted, they must come through the same gate, or lay a
second time, palin, this foundation. But should they totally apostatize from Christ, and finally
reject him, then it would be impossible to renew them again to repentance-they could no more be
received into the Christian church, nor have any right to any blessing of the Gospel dispensation;
and, finally rejecting the Lord who bought them, would bring on themselves and their land swift
destruction. See Heb. 6:4 and following verses, and particularly the notes at Heb. 6:8-9.

Hebrews 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,’

[For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened] Before | proceed to explain
the different terms in these verses, it is necessary to give my opinion of their design and
meaning:

1. 1 do not consider them as having any reference to any person professing Christianity.

2. They do not belong, nor are they applicable, to backsliders of any kind.

3. They belong to apostates from Christianity; to such as reject the whole Christian
system, and its author, the Lord Jesus.

4. And to those of them only who join with the blaspheming Jews, call Christ an
impostor, and vindicate his murderers in having crucified him as a malefactor; and thus
they render their salvation impossible, by willfully and maliciously rejecting the Lord that
bought them.

No man believing in the Lord Jesus as the great sacrifice for sin, and acknowledging
Christianity as a divine revelation, is here intended, though he may have unfortunately
backslidden from any degree of the salvation of God.?

WHAT IS SAVATION?

Everybody knows the scripture that says "by grace we are saved." Let us see the scripture
verses. "Eph 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)"... 8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of

7 (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights
reserved.)
® ibid
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works, lest any man should boast.” These verses say that the recipients of this epistle are saved.
People may interpret that whoever read this epistle is saved. However, the salvation is by the
love and mercy of God. It is also by the grace of God that was given freely. These are the data
we gather from these verses. One more thing that is needed to be saved is the faith of the person.
Yet, these verses miss another vital point. That is: What it means to be "Saved?"

In verses 2 and 3, God explains what is to be saved. God announces them as saved in verse
5 and 8. "Eph 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
even as others.” What is it in the verses 2 and 3? Verse 2 says that previously (in time past) they
were committing sins, (a) walked according to the course of this world, (b) walked according to
the prince of the power of the air, and (c) walked according to the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience:. Verse 3 also says that previously (in time past) they were living in the
lusts of their flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. Now they do not walk that way anymore. See, they are saved
by grace. Their previous life style of sin became past history. Their new life does not have sin.
Now they are saved by grace. This is the salvation given by God. Even after they are free from
sinning, they still have to continue in Christ to stay saved. So, the cliché "once saved always
saved" is not true. °

Il Timothy 4:3 tells us that many Christians will only want to hear what makes them feel
good and appeals to their flesh; ""For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears."

OVERCOMING CHRISTIANS

Christians and the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ have power and authority that has not
ever been tapped into. We must dwell in the Word in order to have the understanding of the type
of overcoming Christians that the Lord Jesus desires us to be. Jesus’ name is above every name.
Philippians 2:9-11: Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Hebrews 6:4, For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

? ibid
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[For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened] Before | proceed to explain
the different terms in these verses, it is necessary to give my opinion of their design and
meaning:°

1. 1 do not consider them as having any reference to any person professing
Christianity.

2. They do not belong, nor are they applicable, to backsliders of any kind.

3. They belong to apostates from Christianity; to such as reject the whole Christian
system, and its author, the Lord Jesus.

4. And to those of them only who join with the blaspheming Jews, call Christ an
impostor, and vindicate his murderers in having crucified him as a malefactor; and thus
they render their salvation impossible, by willfully and maliciously rejecting the Lord that
bought them.

GREAT SACRIFICE FOR SIN

No man believing in the Lord Jesus as the great sacrifice for sin, and acknowledging
Christianity as a divine revelation, is here intended, though he may have unfortunately
backslidden from any degree of the salvation of God.™

Hebr. 6:4 The design of these solemn words in evidently:

1. To show the Hebrews that apostasy from the highest degrees of grace was possible;
and that those who were highest in the favour of God might sin against him, lose it, and
perish everlastingly.

2. To warn them against such an awful state of perdition, that they might not be led
away, by either the persuasions or persecutions of their countrymen, from the truth of the
heavenly doctrine which had been delivered to them. And,

3. To point out the destruction which was shortly to come upon the Jewish nation.*?

Once enlightened-Thoroughly instructed in the nature and design of the Christian
religion, having received the knowledge of the truth, Heb 10:32; and being convinced of sin,
righteousness, and judgment, and led to Jesus the Savior of sinners.

[Tasted of the heavenly gift] Having received the knowledge of salvation by the
forgiveness of sins, through the Day Spring which from on high had visited them; such having
received Christ, the heavenly gift of God's infinite love, John 3:16; the living bread that came
down from heaven, John 6:51; and thus tasting that the Lord is gracious; 1 Peter 2:3, and
witnessing the full effects of the Christian religion.

% Ibid (from Adam ...

" ibid
2 ibid
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[Partakers of the Holy Spirit] The Spirit himself witnessing with their spirits that they
were the children of God, and thus assuring them of God's mercy toward them, and of the
efficacy of the atonement through which they had received such blessings. 3

LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU

2 Thess. 2:3-4, Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. KJV

Heb. 6:4-6 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 And have tasted the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame. KJV

Heb. 6:6, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

[If they shall fall away]

Kai Parapesontas . And having fallen away. "The participles phootisthentas, who were
enlightened, geusamenous, have tasted, and geneethentas, were made partakers, being aorists,
are properly rendered by our translators in the past time; therefore, parapesontas, being an
aorist, ought likewise to have been translated in the past time, HAVE fallen away.
Nevertheless, our translators, following Beza, who without any authority from ancient MSS. has
inserted in his version the Latin word si, if, have rendered this clause, IF they fall away, that this
text might not appear to contradict the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints. But as no
translator should take upon him to add to or alter the Scriptures, for the sake of any favorite
doctrine, I have translated Parapesontas in the past time, have fallen away, according to the true
import of the word, as standing in connection with the other aorists in the preceding verses."**

It appears from this, whatever sentiment may gain or lose by it, that there is a fearful
possibility of falling away from the grace of God; and if this scripture did not say so, there are
many that do say so. And were there no scripture express on this subject, the nature of the
present state of man, which is a state of probation or trial, must necessarily imply it. Let him
who most assuredly standeth, take heed lest he fall.

[To renew them again unto repentance] As repentance is the first step that a sinner must
take in order to return to God, and as sorrow for sin must be useless in itself unless there be a
proper sacrificial offering, these having rejected the only available sacrifice, their repentance for

13 (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All
rights reserved.)

* ibid
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sin, had they any, would be nugatory, and their salvation impossible on this simple account; and
this is the very reason which the apostle immediately subjoins:

[Seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God] They reject him on the ground that
he was an impostor, and justly put to death. And thus they are said to crucify him to themselves-
to do that in their present apostasy which the Jews did; and they show thereby that, had they been
present when he was crucified, they would have joined with his murderers.®

BACKSLIDDER ... “Open rebuke is better than secret love,” Prov. 27:5

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of
Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that
trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again, if
any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed.” (Gal. 1:6-9).

Those who teach “any other gospel” are “accursed” of God and to be marked. The term
“ANY other gospel” is incriminating, and cuts closer into the core of Christian leadership than
many may want to acknowledge. Yet, any other gospel than that given by Christ and His apostles
is false and identifies the one who espouses and teaches it as a deceiver.

On a personal note: Throughout my walk with the LORD, | have seen several people fall
away who once served Him. Several of these who have fallen away have been derailed due to
false teachings they bought into. One particular long-time friend was diverted from Christ by
beginning to make Saturday his new “savior.” Jesus no longer remained as his Rest, but rather
the idolatry of a certain day that Christ made. Paul warned strongly against this and other pagan
idolatrous emphasis which are designed to rob glory from Christ. It is fine to gather on Saturday
or any day, but when the day becomes the focus instead of Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church,
the leaven of idolatry is present (Col. 2:14-19).

The convincing cult was successful in alluring and snaring this man with their false
emphasis and diabolically diversionary tactics. What might have been the outcome if someone
would have preemptively taught this man biblical truth and warned him against the cult that
snared him? *°

BACKSLIDDERS MARKED BY APOSTLE PAUL

15 ., .

ibid
'® Deceivers & False Prophets Among Us . Todd Tomasella, Scoping, Identifying & Taking Aim at Deceivers:
Knowing How and When to Mark
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Have you ever personally counted the people the apostle Paul marked in the book of 2
Timothy? Try it. Read 2 Timothy (4 chapters) and keep a count of the deceivers Paul
identifies by name. You will find several men named by name as deceivers in 2 Timothy
alone. When the Holy Spirit moved upon Paul to foretell that “evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived,” he also led him to name some of
those “enemies of the cross” in his and previous days (Phil. 3:17-20). The naming of these
men is for an eternal memorial of the just wrath of the Almighty upon those who defame His
holy name through deception and false teaching (2 Pet. 2, 3; Jude). When reading the Old
Testament especially, we see a Redeemer who will destroy the enemies of His people -
because He loves His people (Isa. 49:25; 54:17, etc.). This is the protective love of the
LORD. Here is the list of the 8 evil doers the great apostle was inspired to justifiably
identify by name in 2 Timothy:

1) Phygellus 1:15
2) Hermogenes 1:15
3) Hymenaeus 2:17
4) Philetus 2:17
5) Jannes 3:8
6) Jambres 3:8
7) Demas 4:10 (apostate)
. 8) Alexander the coppersmith 4:14
It is interesting to observe here that in the same letter Paul names these names of
beguilers, he also states: *’
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:7-8)

e Prov. 14:14 -- The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good
man shall be satisfied from himself.

e 2 Tim. 4:10-11, ---For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world,
and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 11
Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to
me for the ministry.

e Heb. 10:38-39, ---Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man drawback, my soul
shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto
perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.

e Heb. 11:15, --And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they
came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

o 2 Pet. 2:20-22, --20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the
beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment

" Ibid, Todd Tomasella
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delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her
wallowing in the mire.

CREATE A RIGHT SPIRIT WITHIN ME

We are instructed to rightly divide the Word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). When Jesus'
disciples sought to call down fire from Heaven to destroy those who would not receive the
Messiah into their town, the LORD rebuked them, and said, “Ye know not what manner of
spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save
them.” (Lk. 9:55-56) Jesus instructed us to “judge righteous judgment” and in this case
He obviously counted the judgment of His disciples to be unrighteous instead of righteous
(In. 7:24). Though sin also, unbelief of a group of lost people is obviously different than
wolves who operate in disguise among His people in sheep's clothing and deceive the sheep
of His pasture. Of these the Word tells us that they have “crept in unawares” and “privily
(secretly) shall bring in damnable heresies.” (2 Pet. 2:1; Jude 4) The “Great shepherd of
the sheep” broods jealously over His beloved people and will smite the wolves who seek to
devour His precious sheep (Ps. 23; 91; Matt. 23:37; Heb. 13:20; James 5:5-7). The same
LORD who corrected His disciples for having a wrong spirit in trying to call down fire upon
unbelievers also instructed those who serve Him to “mark” those who mislead His people
and to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” against
the “certain men” who are “crept in unawares.” He told us that those men who would
mislead His people “were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men,
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jude 3-4) Concerning those who would mislead any one of His
precious children, Jesus says that “it were better for him that a millstone were hanged
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Matt. 18:6) *°

DOCTRINEOF JESUS CHRIST
By Pastor Isaac Livingston, (Retired) Church of God P.O. Box 962, Oak Park, IL 60301, USA.

The doctrine of Jesus Christ is more important in the scripture. Christ says that as long a person
is sinning; he is the servant of sin. "John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, | say unto
you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” It is a very direct statement of the Lord
Jesus Christ. It should have superseded Christian theology. The word of God continued to come
through the apostles as apostle's doctrine. But theologians ignores them. Listen to the statement
of Apostle Paul: "Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye vield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness? Gal 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” Listen to the statement of

% ibid
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Apostle Peter: "2 Peter 2:19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage." Listen to the
statement of Apostle John: "1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might
destroy the works of the devil." Here we see that the work of Satan is to make the people to
commit sin. God will destroy the works of Satan, which is the sinning of his people, and will
save them from their sins. "Matt 1:21 ... his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.” If the work of the devil in them is not destroyed, they are not saved from sin. Yet,
preachers teach that they are saved when they are not saved and they say "once saved always
saved."

The crux of the doctrine of salvation is the fact that as long as a person is sinning he is a sinner.
Since he/she is not saved from sinning, this person is not saved. Let us apply that to our topic.
"Once Saved" means "Once a person stopped sinning " "Always saved" means "Always the
person will stay without Sinning." Even if we give this true meaning, still the statement "once
saved always saved" is not according to the word of God. "1 Cor. 10:12 ... let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall." But they interpret the word of God according to the teachings
of the devil, with a twist or a spin in it.

2. 3. Grace and Reward

We saw "salvation by grace" is: those who were living in sin are no longer living in sin. In other
words, Jesus saved them from their sins. "Matt 1:21 ...call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins." Those who were delivered from sin will live a righteous life. "Romans
6:18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” As they continue
to be righteous they will become holy. "Romans 6:19 ... even so now yield your members
servants to righteousness unto holiness.” The holy life will be rewarded with the inheritance of
heaven, even to be joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. "Rev 22:11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous
still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last. Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together."

Most churches have false salvation. They teach a form of (counterfeit) godliness as grace, which
will make a person religious. But this is false grace and it will deny the power to convert a sinner
to righteous and holy living. "2 Tim 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away." With this false grace, a sinner will continue to live in sin. But he
was taught to believe that he is saved while he is sinning. But as long as he is sinning, he is not
saved. If he/she fear God to obey God, his/her name is written in the book of life. But unless
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he/she overcomes Satan, world and flesh, his/her name will be blot out from the book of life. If
he/she overcomes he/she will inherit heaven, the kingdom of God. If not, the righteous judge,
Jesus Christ, send him to the lake of fire. It appears cruel, but it is the truth. “"Mal 3:16 Then they
that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought
upon his name. 17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when | make up
my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Rev 3:5 He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and 1 will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. Rev 20:13
... and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire." The true grace of God will convert a sinner to
righteous living. The righteous living will be rewarded with inheritance in heaven, even to be
joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. Saved, then Lost It

Salvation is an escape from sins. "Matt 1:21 ... call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people
from their sins." If people, who were living in sin, have quit sin, then they are saved. Once saved
always saved means that those who quit sin will never sin again. The word of God gives no
guaranty for this cliché. Let us see a few scripture verses in order to verify this.

"Matt 24:24 ... if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Jesus Christ says that even
the very elect could be deceived. So, there is no guaranty for salvation.

"Luke 12:45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall
begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 46 The lord
of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.”" He was
the servant of his Lord. But now Jesus Christ says that his lord will appoint him a portion in hell.
He was once saved, now is in hell.

"Luke 14:34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour,..." Jesus Christ says that salt may
lose its savor. Once saved may become lost.

"John 15:6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” The person was already abiding in the
vine. Now, he will be cut off and will be burned.
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"Romans 11:21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.
22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward
thee, goodness,_if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.” This is the
warning of the Lord Jesus Christ. He has cut off many before. If you don't continue in his
goodness, he will cut you off also. Once saved, you have to continue in salvation. Or else you
will be cut off.

"1 Cor. 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy;" You are the temple of
God. He lives in you. But, if you defile yourself with sin, God will destroy you. It is not once
saved always saved.

"1 Cor. 9:27. | keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when |
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." If Apostle Paul did not continue to keep
his body in obedience, he would have been thrown away. That means salvation is not
automatically kept. But we have to keep it.

"1 Cor. 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” If we stand, be
careful so that we may not fall. This caution shows that the position is not guaranteed.

"1 Cor. 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you, unless
ye have believed in vain." "If you keep in memory" is conditional. If they do not keep the
memory of the preaching, they lose the position of salvation.

"Gal. 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye
are fallen from grace." They were in grace and hence they were saved. Now they fell from grace.
That is, salvation is lost. They were saved once. But now they are lost.

"2 Thess. 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first,” Few saved people that are saved will be deceived and fall away. So,
saved is not always saved.

"1 Tim. 3:6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the
devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into
reproach and the snare of the devil." A new person who is saved is more vulnerable to fall into
condemnation.

"1 Tim. 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;" The Holy Spirit says clearly that
some saved persons will depart from faith and will be lost. They will preach the doctrine of
devils.
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"1 Tim. 5:12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith." They were saved
through faith. Then they cast off their faith and fell into damnation.

"1 Tim. 5:15 For some are already turned aside after Satan." They were with God. But now they
are with Satan. Once saved, now lost it forever.

"Heb. 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end;" Partakers with God are departing from God.
Sin is deceitful and will separate you from God. Once saved, if not steadfast, will lose it.

"Heb 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the
heavenly qift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 And have tasted the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open
shame." Those who once enjoyed the spiritual bliss of salvation may also fall away. They may
not be allowed to come back. So, they have lost salvation permanently.

"Heb. 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man drawback, my soul shall have no
pleasure in him." People can draw back from their salvation.

"Heb. 12:15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God;" By grace you are saved. If
you are not diligent you may fall from the grace of God, and lose the salvation.

"Jam. 5:19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20 Let him know,
that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and
shall hide a multitude of sins.” If a saved person erred from the truth, it makes him a sinner who
needs to be saved again. Saved from the error is saving his soul. That is, any time you are in
error or in sin you lost your salvation.

"2 Pet. 2:15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of
Balaam." They were in the right way and now gone astray. Once saved and now lost with Satan.

"2 Pet. 2:20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end
is worse with them than the beginning.” Those who escaped sin may also fall into sin again.

"Rev. 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or
else 1 will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.” They had fallen from salvation. Jesus Christ requires them to repent and get back.
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"Rev. 3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent.”
They have received and were holding fast, but now have to do it all over again since they lost it.

"Rev. 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and 1 will not blot out
his name out of the book of life,.." Once their names were in the book of life. That is they were
saved. But God will blot out their names if they do not overcome. "Rev 20:15 And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire." They will end up in the
lake of fire. Once saved, but now lost it.

"Rev. 3:16 ... because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth.” This church was living in the mouth of God. Now God will throw them out unless they
become hot for God.

"Rev. 22:19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book. Rev. 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of
life was cast into the lake of fire." God has written their name in the book of life. But, if they
reject any of his word, God will take their name out of the book of life. Then, they will be
thrown into the lake of fire. That is, these who were once saved are now thrown into the lake of
fire.

In spite of the overwhelming evidence to warn those who are saved that they can also lose their
salvation, there are people who will not accept the word of God, but believe false doctrines.

5. Rebuttal: Once Saved Always Saved

In section one, we have seen the statements made by the Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles that if
a person is sinning he/she is not saved but a sinner. If they stopped sinning then they are saved.
In section two, we defined what salvation is from the Bible. In section three, we explained the
true salvation as well as the false salvation. In section four, we quoted many Bible verses to
show that "once saved always saved" is not a true doctrine. Since false doctrines are derived
from selected scripture verses by manipulating them, we rebuttal a few such interpretations. We
do not rebuttal all their arguments in this study. However, we are giving enough samples to show
you how to find the truth by verifying the scripture verses in its contexts. If you have any
questions or doubts of any doctrine or scripture verses you can e-mail me. | will send a reply as
quick as possible. I assure you that my answers will be based on the word of God.

(A). Rebuttal: Believe on the Son

"John 3:14 ...as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16 For
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God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." They
quote these verses and preach to mean the following: The only requirement to be saved is to
believe Jesus Christ, which they all do. So, they have everlasting life. Those who do not believe
will face the wrath of God. This will not bother them since they all will continue to believe him.
Their logic is good. By their logic, they got it made. But, there is one problem. What is it to
"believe the Son" or to "believe Jesus Christ?"

Believe the Son is to believe what the Son has said. "John 8:34 Jesus answered them, Verily,
verily, | say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. Matt. 7:21 Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 23 Jesus
answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not
keepeth not my sayings:.. Matt. 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Jesus said the
above verses. If they believe what he says, then they will either obey his commandments or they
will know that they are rejected from the kingdom of God. This is truly believing Jesus Christ.
But they believe something about him that is false and think that they believe him. They believe
that Jesus Christ will take them to heaven, no matter what they do. This is cool. But, God did not
tell them to believe their own statement about Jesus Christ for their salvation, but to believe what
Jesus Christ told them for their salvation. If they believe what he told, then they will do what he
wants them to do for their salvation. Nobody can cheat God.

(B). Rebuttal: Saved without Works, so Kept without Works

They say: the Bible makes it clear that our works has nothing whatsoever to do with our
salvation. We didn't receive it by our works. So, we don't keep it by our works. Then they quote
the following scripture verses to prove their point. "Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,... Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man
should boast."

These verses are mini Bible to many preachers and believers. They emphasize three points for
salvation. (i) "according to his mercy he saved us, and by grace are ye saved." (ii) We are saved
"not by works of righteousness which we have done, it is not of yourselves and not of works, lest
any man should boast.” (iii) We are "saved through faith; it is the gift of God:" Let us review
these points in the light of the scriptures without manipulating the verses.

http://www.miracleinternetchurch.com Page 19



(i). According to his mercy he saved us, and by grace are ye saved

This statement is true. However, false teachers twist the meaning of these three words, (a) saved,
(b) grace and (c) mercy and give an entirely different meaning and deceive the believers. So it is
important to study the meaning of these words.

(a). Saved: Persons who are sinning are sinners, no matter what they claim. Refer section 1,
"Doctrine of Jesus Christ." It explains who sinners are. This will help us not to consider a sinner
as a saved person. Refer section 2, "What is Salvation." It explains the true meaning of the word
"saved.” Those who are converted from the past filthy unjust life to the holy righteous life are
saved. Nobody will be saved by the word of their mouth. It should be proven by their living. If
their mouth confession is not the reality of their life, then they are liars but are not saved persons.
Nobody can trick or deceive God.

(b). Grace: Most Christians think that grace is a free ticket to heaven, given to sinning Christians,
since they believe the story of Jesus. This is not true. Grace is a gift from God, given only to true
believers, who obey God with love, sincerity and humbleness. "Eph 6:24 Grace be with all them
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.
James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth
grace unto the humble. 1Peter 5:5 ... be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble." Grace is a spiritual gift package that contains three things. They are
(1) doctrine of Jesus Christ, (2) power of the Holy Spirit, and (3) the abiding of God. They are
given as grace upon grace as believers needed them. Grace will strengthen true believer to
overcome the world, flesh and Satan. Believers don't have to do the ceremonial work of
circumcision or any such church ordinance or ceremony, but they will have to use the grace of
God to overcome sin for their salvation.

(c). Mercy: The love and compassion of God, which is God's mercy, forgives the past sins of a
person who overcomes sin. Forgiveness is offered by the blood of the Lamb of God. "Romans
3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;" False
preachers say that the blood of Jesus forgives the past, present and future sins. This is a lie of the
devil. The forgiveness of God, which is provided by the blood of Jesus, is for the past sins only.
If they take the blood of Jesus for granted, and try to use it for the present and future sins, then
severe damnation will be upon them. The reference is Heb 10: 26-31.

We are in the fast food culture. Preachers use this principle to promote their business. They don't
realize that salvation is God's business. They offer readymade forgiveness, instant salvation,
quick access to the throne, etc. Nobody can deceive God. God forgives only those who have
repented truthfully. The broken hearted sinner will have a contrite spirit. He will accept the grace
of God that converts a sinner to a just holy person. God forgives his past sins after the person is
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justified, but not before. "Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith
in_his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God;" Justified is to convert a person from being unjust into being just and to
testify that person is righteous. Just person is a righteous person. If a sinner starts to walk in the
light as God is in the light, then only the blood of Jesus Christ will apply to him and he will be
forgiven from the past sins. If a person keeps on sinning, it is not the principle of God to keep on
forgiving the past sins. God says that Jesus died once and he is not dying daily. "1John 1:7 But if
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." Forgiveness is free to a converted sinner but not
to a sinning Christian.

(if). We are saved without our works of righteousness

If you are doing righteousness, you are already saved, (Refer Section 2: What is salvation?).
Jesus did not come to save the saved. Those who live in unrighteousness need salvation. God has
mercy for the unrighteous people and saves them from unrighteousness. It is a process. After the
process, if they don't do the works of righteousness, then their salvation is false. They are not
saved, because saved people walk in the path of righteousness. Let us study how God changes an
unrighteous person into a righteous person. Let me quote the verse. "Titus 3:5 Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, (a) by the washing of
regeneration, and (b) renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7 That being (c) justified by his grace, (d) we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. Eph. 2:10 For (e) we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that (e) we should walk in them."
Please follow the five (a-€) steps from the above verses.

(a) By the washing of regeneration: Jesus Christ washes away the carnal body that are dead in
sins and regenerate them as spiritual body for the new creature, which will not sin. This person
will be dead to sin and will live in Christ.

(b) Renewing of the Holy Ghost: The Holy Ghost makes the person totally new. "2 Cor. 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new."

(c) Justified by his grace: Justified means, converted from being an unjust person into a just
person. It is not calling an unjust person as righteous person, which will be a lie. The devil will
lie, but God will not. The Lord Jesus Christ, by steps ‘a' and 'b’, has converted an unjust person to
a righteous person.
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(d) We should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life: Eternal life is the reward for
the works of righteousness. God will keep those who live a holy life to be with him and to rule
for him. (Please refer Section 3: "Grace and Reward")

(e) We are his workmanship that we should walk in righteousness: Let us look into one more
scripture, which they often quote. "Eph. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them." False preachers are very happy to preach verses 8 and 9. But they pretend
as verse 10 does not exist. Verses 8 and 9 say that we did not do any works and we were
bankrupt on righteousness. Verse 8 says that God gave grace and verse 10 says that God did a
work on us. In response to the work of God, the person will do the works of righteousness and
walk in the life of holiness. This person is saved. If this change did not happen in the person
then, God has not done his work, has not given his grace and has not saved the person, no matter
what the person professes. Yes, the saved persons may have not done any works before, but they
are doing the works of righteousness after salvation. If God did the work of conversion, the proof
is the holy and righteous life of the person.

(iii) We are Saved through Faith

False preachers also admit that we must have faith in order to be to be saved. But, they have their
own versions of faith. Among the many versions, they use the following statement for this
context. They say Jesus Christ has finished the work of our salvation on the cross, since he
proclaimed, "it is finished." So, faith is to make a statement: “they are saved by the finished work
of Jesus Christ and by his work alone." They say this and think they are saved through faith.

Then what is true Faith? "Heb 11:1 ... faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen." Here, two examples are given for faith, (1) the substance of things hoped for.
(2) the evidence of things not seen.

(1) Substance of the Hope: The hope of a believer is that they will see him on the day of his
coming. "Tit 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ;" The substance of that hope is that they will purify themselves as he
was pure. "1 John 3:2 ... but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure." They will purify themselves and be pure. Faith is not making just a statement, but faith is
purifying themselves as Jesus Christ is pure for the hope of eternal life.

(2) Evidence of things not seen: (1) and (2) are the same, since they are synonyms for faith. The
evidence that all can see is the pure life of the believer, since he/she "purifieth himself, even as
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he is pure.” Things not seen are in eternity, "it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him."

Through faith we will be saved. The vision of the coming Lord of lords and king of kings, who is
the Glorified Lord Jesus Christ, will purify the life of a believer. This is the true faith. Mere
statements without conversion are not faith, but lies. Those who do not have this vision of the
Glorious Lord cannot have this faith. Only through this faith believers are saved.

C. Rebuttal: Itis a Free Gift; don’t have to Work to Keep it

They say that salvation is a free gift from God. If we had to work to keep it, then it would not be
a free gift. So we don't have to do anything to keep it. So, they think that if we are once saved we
are always saved. They have a very good logic. Then they quote the two following verses to
support their logic. "Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came
upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life." But, this is a deceptive way of quoting the scripture to prove what
they want to prove. The verses should be presented to bring the truth of God to light. Let us look
at the verses in their context.

(i) The qgift of God is eternal life (verse 23)

The gift of God, the eternal life, is not given to a person who is keep on sinning. But it was given
to a person, who was a sinner but obeyed God and was made free from committing sin. This
person is made righteous and holy and now he is ashamed of the sins that he had committed. As
this person continues as such, at the end Jesus Christ gives him/her the gift of eternal life.
"Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17 But God
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of
righteousness. 19 ... now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 20 For
when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then in
those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 22 But now being
made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord." It all summarizes in the last verse saying, sinning people will get eternal death,
others receive the gift of God, the eternal life. Verse 23 is not an island by itself, but the
summary of verses 16 to 22.

We all started as servants of sin. That means we were all sinners. Verse 17 says "but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you", that is, (1) they obeyed
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the commandments of Jesus Christ. Verse 18 says "made free from sin™, that is, (2) they do not
sin any more. They "became the servants of righteousness”, that is, (3) now they are righteous
and serve God. Verse 19 says, they became "servants to righteousness unto holiness”, that is, (4)
they are living a holy life. Verse 21 says that "those things whereof ye are now ashamed", that is,
(5) they are ashamed of the past life of sin, which could have taken them to eternal death. Verse
22 says, (6) they have "being made free from sin, and become servants to God", (7) they have
"your fruit unto holiness™ produced evidence of holiness in their life, and "the end everlasting
life." These things are the cause of eternal life. The summary of the verses 17 to 22 is in verse
23. It says, (A) whoever is sinning will face eternal death and (B) the gift of God is eternal life.
That is, (B) the eternal life given to the person by the above seven steps that is explained from
verse 17 to 22. However, the sinning person will face eternal damnation. The saint, who was
once a sinner and is not sinning anymore, will receive eternal life as free gift from God. But false
preachers say; a sinning person gets this free gift, which is the twist of the truth.

(ii) The free gift came upon all men

Let us see verse 18 also with its context. "Romans 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned
by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall
reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life." (You may read verses 12- 21) In general the reference is the comparison of
Adam to Jesus Christ. Though we do not do exactly what Adam did, the nature of disobedience
is on us. This is sin and it will bring eternal death. Contrary to Adam, when Jesus Christ was a
man, he received abundant grace from God and lived righteous life, being totally obedient to
God. Now, Jesus Christ gives abundant grace to the obedient people to make them righteous and
holy.

Verse 17 says, Adam's sin nature brings eternal death to all. But those sinners, who receive the
abundant grace from Jesus Christ, will receive a righteous nature as a gift. Because of their
righteous nature, they will live a righteous life and this life cause them to receive a reward to
reign with Jesus Christ in eternal life. Verse 18 says: Because the nature of Adam is on all of us,
condemnation is upon all people. In the same way, because of the righteous nature of Jesus
Christ, which is available to everybody, eternal life is also upon all people. That is, the
condemnation as well as the eternal life is upon everybody. But the eternal life will be given on
one condition. The righteousness of Jesus Christ must change them to justification. It is to make
the person as a just person, who is righteous. "Romans 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death,
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” This
verse is the summary of verses 12-20 that concludes the chapter. It says, if a person is sinning, he
will face eternal death. But, grace will convert a person to righteous living. Lord Jesus Christ
gives eternal life as a reward for their righteous life. Jesus Christ gives his grace free, the
righteous nature free, the eternal life free, and the privilege to reign with him free. All are free to
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those sinners who follow him in righteousness. The free gifts are not for sinners who still enjoy
sinning and call themselves saved.

D. Rebuttal: Born Again as Sons: Cannot negate Our Birth

They convince their congregation that they are children of God by these verses. "1 John 3:2
Beloved, now are we the sons of God,... Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father.” We will study these two verses as item (i) and (ii).

After convincing that they are the children of God, they apply their logic that goes like this: Your
children will always be your children no matter what happens. You may have troubles and may
have broken fellowship, yet they are your children and nothing can change that. Then they say,
we all are children of God and nothing negates that. No matter what we do, we will still be the
children of God. If this logic is true, we are in big trouble, since we all started as the children of
the devil. "1 John 3:10 ..._the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of
God, John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do." What will
they say now? Will they say, since we started as the children of the devil nothing can negate
that? Thank God, this logic is absurd and it is not true.

We all are the children of our parents. They gave birth to us and we came from their body. We
did not come from the body of God, but God will glorify and adopts his sons/daughters. "John
1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God... 2 Cor.
6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and 1 will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Romans 8:15 ...ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father." However, let us look at the two verses they quoted and analyze
it in their context.

(i) Now are we the sons of God

They quote "Beloved, now are we the sons of God" from 1 John 3:2, and connect the word
"beloved" to a sinner, to mean that God calls a sinner as his son. But 1 John 2:29, tells us who
are the sons of God. "1 John 2:29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that
doeth righteousness is born of him." It says, whoever doing righteousness are sons of God. In
other words, those who are living a righteous life are sons of God. "1 John 3:1 Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God:
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” It says, God call us as his sons
because of his love toward us. Then it says that we have become like God to the extent the
worldly people who do not know God, do not know us either. "1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
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appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope
in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” Verse 3 says, even though they are righteous, they
are striving to be as pure as even Jesus of Nazareth was pure. People with such a love and
dedication are called the sons of God, in the Bible. It is a sad distortion, when anybody call the
sinners (sinning Christians), who still love sin and living in it, as sons of God.

(ii) You have received the Spirit of adoption

They quote Romans 8:15 in such a fashion to show that every sinner who believes their version
of the story of Jesus Christ has received the Spirit and they can call God as their Father. Let us
analyze the verse in its context. "Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." These people have the same Spirit as Jesus and they
will be raised from the dead as the same way Jesus was raised from the dead. "Romans 8:12
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after
the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live."
These verses say that those who live after the flesh will have eternal death and those who mortify
the body of sin, through the Spirit of God, will have eternal life. "Romans 8:14 For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." Verse 13 says those who have mortified
the body of sin by the leading of the Spirit are sons of God. Verse 15 refers the Spirit that
mortified their body of sin as the Spirit of adoption. If their body of sin is not mortified they do
not have the Spirit of adoption. "Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." False
teachers refer this verse to the sinning Christians, who live in the flesh, and who have no Spirit.

6. The OIld Lie of Satan

God created the man from the dust of the earth. Adam was created as a man. Then, God sent his
breath into Adam, which is the spirit of man and made him a living soul, who had the everlasting
life. God put him in the Garden of Eden, which is the paradise of God. "Gen 2:7 And the LORD
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul. Rev 2:7 ...the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of
God."

God and Satan preached their messages to Adam and Eve. God told Adam that he will surely die
the eternal death if they disobey God, which is to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. Satan told Eve that they already have eternal life, which is the breath of God.
They are already in the Garden of Eden, which is the paradise of God. They are already saved.
"ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED" So, surely they will not die the eternal death even if they
disobey God. "Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Gen 3:4 And the serpent said unto
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the woman, Ye shall not surely die:" Eve was convinced of Satan rather than of God. Satan
succeeded in deceiving Eve. Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil. God punished Satan, Adam and Eve. They lost the eternal life.

7. Servants of Satan Preach False Doctrines

Today the workers of Satan are presenting themselves as pastors and evangelists of Jesus Christ.
They preach the word of God to mean just the opposite to what God says. "2 Cor. 11:14 And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if
his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness;... Matt 7:15 Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves." So, we
have be careful so that we may not be deceived by these kinds of evangelists and pastors.

Any true doctrine of the Bible will agree with the wholesome word of God. It will agree with the
teachings of Jesus Christ. It will agree with the doctrine of godliness. A doctrine that contradicts
any of these three is a false doctrine and it is not of God. "1 Tim 6:3 If any man teach otherwise,
and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which is according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5 Perverse
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness:
from such withdraw thyself." So, if a doctrine does not consent with the wholesome words of
God, teachings of Jesus Christ and of godliness, then it is of the devil and we must reject them.

The lie of the old serpent still goes forth through his servants. They preach to Christian sinners
that they are already saved. Then they guarantee them that sinners will not lose their salvation, as
if they got it. They say: Once Saved, Always Saved. "2 Peter 2:19 While they promise them
liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the
same is he brought in bondage." Preachers promise eternal life to sinning Christians. While they
promise heaven, they themselves are going to hell. The truth is, if a person is overcome by sin,
he/she is a slave to sin and not saved. Don’t trust the false preachers. They are servants of the
devil. Trust God. Believe the truth. God will bless you.

If we love God with reverential fear, we will obey God - We will stop sinning.
Blessings of God *°

God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you,
in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. Acts 3:26

19 pastor Isaac Livingston, (Retired) Church of God P.O. Box 962, Oak Park, IL 60301, USA.
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 2 Cor. 13:14

Do we realize what is at stake here?

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we
have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:
For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.” 2
John 7-11

In case you were still wondering if what a person believes is important to

their eternal destination, wonder no more. Let these sobering words of Holy
Scripture grip your soul deeply:

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth remains) not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God.” (2 Jn. 9)

“Let that therefore abide (remain) in you, which ye have heard
from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning
shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the
Father.” (1 Jn. 2:24).
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